
 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time 

Kiwanis Kapers 
Official publication of the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills, AZ 

october 2014 

Meeting 

schedule 

changed 
   Don’t forget that with the 
new Kiwanis year comes a 
new meeting schedule for 
our Fountain Hills club. 

   The board voted in late 
summer to reduce the num-
ber of formal club luncheons 
and meetings to two per 
month — on the first and 
third Thursday of each 
month. 

  The time and location are 
not changing. 

   Club President Alan Rose-
lieb said some club socials 
would be planned through-
out the year, perhaps on the 
fifth Thursday of some 
months, in addition to the 
regularly-scheduled meet-
ings. 

   In addition, the club will 
continue to schedule a wide 
variety of service projects 
and fundraisers so that Ki-
wanians can still spend time 
together and enjoy each oth-
er’s fellowship. 

   Roselieb plans to distrib-
ute a calendar at the Oct. 16 
luncheon meeting and re-
view his major goals for the 
year. 

   Many Kiwanis clubs in 
North America are changing 
to meeting twice a month 
and putting a heavier em-
phasis on service projects 
instead of weekly meetings 
with formal speakers and 
programs. “We must seek to 
balance friendship and ser-
vice,” Roselieb said. “And 
we need to broaden our 
membership base.” 

Centennial Project 

A brand new Kiwanis playground at Golden Eagle Park is the goal of our Centennial Project. 

Club looks to install new tot lot to honor 100th anniversary 

   Al Roselieb, club president for 2014-15, an-

nounced at the annual installation banquet 

that the Noon Kiwanis Club is seeking to cele-

brate the 100th anniversary of Kiwanis Inter-

national in 2015 by installing a new play-

ground at Golden Eagle Park. 

   The play structure, designed for 2-5 year 

olds, would replace an existing tot lot that is 

more than 20 years old and that town staff has 

been seeking to replace for a few years. 

   In addition, the new year marks the 40th 

anniversary of our Fountain Hills club. 

   The Board of Directors has already ap-

proved the project in concept, and talks are 

under way with town officials to create a pub-

lic-private partnership so that the town would 

chip in $15,000 toward the total cost of the 

estimated $30,000 plus replacement project. 

   It is hoped the playground can be installed 

next summer at the public park. 

   The club has already secured a $5,000 

grant commitment from the Verne C. John-

son Family Foundation to help pay for the 

project, and it is planned to submit a grant 

application to Kiwanis International Founda-

tion in hopes of securing a minimum of 

$5,000 from the foundation. In addition, oth-

er fundraising will commence and it is 

hoped that individual club members will 

help contribute toward the project. 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

 

   By almost every measure, the past year has been a huge success! Most, if not all, of our outgoing President Mike 
Scharnow’s goals have been accomplished with admirable foresight, planning and achievement! He leaves a pair of 
giant-sized footprints that will be very difficult to fill. But, because of his hard work and dedication, he has left a 
very clear path for our club to follow! He assures me that he will continue to be there for each of us and will in-
spire, assist, and guide the new board as we face the challenges of a new Kiwanis year! I will be presenting Mike 
with a much-deserved recognition award, after my wife and I return from our long-awaited trip to the Holy Land 
in early October. The plaque will be inscribed as follows:  “President Mike Scharnow – Presented in Recognition 
of Exceptional Leadership and Devoted Service by the Kiwanis of Fountain Hills, AZ Noon Club.”  Thank you 
Mike for your friendship as well as leadership and inspired service for the past many years!  

   I am humbled and proud to be serving as your next president!  Thanks to a fellow teacher and colleague from 
Downers Grove (IL) South High School, Bill Muehlhauser, I joined the Fountain Hills Noon Kiwanis Club on 
February 8, 1996. At that time, our club membership was in the vicinity of 125 members and I recall a real spirit of 
fellowship and friendship in our meetings and activities. We did not participate in much by way of outreach and 
service as we do now; however, we often raised $30,000 to $40,000 each year through our fairs and breakfasts. 

   As I was going through some old installation programs, I came across a 2005 banquet song titled, “Proud to be a 
Kiwanian.”  Bruce Hansen was the president that year, and I suspect maybe this was penned by his loving wife, 
Cassie. The melody is based upon “God Bless the USA: (Chorus) Well I’m proud to be a Kiwanian, where our 
motto is “We Build,” Where selfless hours are spent each year, serving children of the world, And I proudly stand 
up next to you, as our mission we pursue, ‘Cause there is no doubt the role we play, to find a better way!”  Back 
then, our motto was, “WE BUILD!"  Now, of course we have “SERVING THE CHILDREN OF THE 
WORLD!” 

   A couple of years ago, through the influence of Kiwanis International and the inspiration and guidance of Mike 
Scharnow and others, we launched a tremendous number of new service projects. Day of Play, Make a Difference 
Day, Kiwanis One Day, Food for Kidz, Extended Hands Food Bank, Phoenix Rescue Mission, Ronald McDonald 
House, Helen’s Hope Chest, Save the Family were added to our successful on-going projects such as Community 
Blood Drives, Breakfast with Santa and our Service Leadership Programs – Builders and K-Kids Clubs, Key Club 
(Sunset Kiwanis), and the new wildly-successful program added this past year – the Aktion Club at STARS in 
Scottsdale for adults with disabilities. We also added other fundraisers. Yes, we have been very busy!! We envi-
sioned more service as a good way to encourage especially new members and revitalize our present membership.  
Without broader participation, this just isn’t going to happen for our club! 

   Kiwanis is the only service club that provides leadership programs for practically every age level, not just adults!  
Do you know that our club recognizes students from each and every level of instruction in our school system?  
With the return this past year of Pacesetters (FHHS) and Falcon Leaders Awards (Middle School), and our contin-
uing efforts to honor Terrific Kids (Elementary) and the newly-facilitated BUG (Bringing up Grades) program, our 
club members have the opportunity through our school principals and teachers to identify and lift up some very 
outstanding young people from our community. As Jerry Miles reminded us, what an asset to the Town of Foun-
tain Hills! 

(Continued on Page 3) 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT AL ROSELIEB 
Each One Reach Out 
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   We are so very fortunate to be an important link in the Kiwanis Family!  Our success is supported and facilitated 
by the efforts at Kiwanis International (nearly 600,000 strong) and the Southwest District, which includes 105 Ki-
wanis Clubs, 9 Aktion Clubs, 25 K-Kids Clubs, 46 Builders Clubs, 112 Key Clubs, and 7 CKI Clubs throughout 
Arizona, New Mexico and the El Paso area of Texas. At each level there is a wonderful Kiwanis Story to be 
shared! 

   During the past several years, I have been very concerned that our membership has been on the downward trend 
and that we have somehow lost the sense of friendship and fellowship in both our meetings and outreach activi-
ties. A truly wise past president counseled me, “You must seek to balance friendship and service.” Although we 
have certainly increased our service commitments, we seem to have fewer members getting involved and signing 
up for projects. As a result, I fear that we are burning out a few of our members who end up doing most of the 
work on the majority of our projects. We also need to broaden our membership base in order to keep doing our 
outreach and fund-raising projects. This is especially true as we move into a new schedule of only two meetings per 
month (on the first and third Thursdays). Is coming to meetings important? You bet! That’s where we deepen our 
friendships and encouragement! 

   During the coming year, I hope to continue our commitment to support the Eliminate Project (MNT). Maternal 
Neonatal Tetanus kills one baby every 9 minutes! Through the cooperative efforts of Kiwanis International and 
UNICEF, they are bringing this remarkable vaccine to 38 remaining countries around the world to eventually elim-
inate MNT. 

   Also during 2015, we have the distinct pleasure of celebrating our Noon Kiwanis Club’s 40th anniversary as well 
as Kiwanis International’s Centennial celebrating 100 years of service. For our part in this celebration effort, we are 
proposing a Centennial Project 2015 where we will collaborate with the Town of Fountain Hills, Kiwanis Interna-
tional (in the form of a Foundation grant), our own fund-raising, and individuals from both our club and the com-
munity (we already are celebrating a $5000 grant from the Verne C. Johnson Family Foundation) to replace the 
aging, 20-year old Tot Lot at Golden Eagle Park (for ages 2 – 5).   

   The new playground equipment is being designed and developed with Kiwanis Vision Partner – Landscape 
Structures. There will be similar local projects throughout the country to provide clean, safe havens for family play! 

   What is your Kiwanis Story? We all need to spend more time in sharing our Kiwanis moments and experiences 
with others! At meetings and projects, we all need to practice Radical Hospitality – offering gracious invitations 
and welcome to visitors, new members and current members alike! In the spirit of that great literacy missionary, 
Frank Laubach, who promoted the philosophy, “Each One Teach One,” I challenge each and every member of 
our club with a new motto, “Each One Reach One!” — to not only bring in one new member this year, but more 
importantly, to shepherd that new member throughout the year, inviting them to participate with you in meetings, 
fund-raisers, socials and service projects! Bring a guest with you to some of our service projects. Let them see Ki-
wanis in action! I want to see a net 20 new members added to our roster by September, 2015. As our retiring SWD 
Governor Windy Mortensen reminds us, “We must make each member a key member of our Kiwanis Team.”  
Quoting Mother Teresa, “Nothing is impossible if you have a willing heart!”   

Thank you and Let’s Do This! 

President’s Message Continued….. 

(cont. from Page 2)  
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And so a new year begins 
    Division 12 Lieutenant Governor Pat Irvine was present at 

the Noon Kiwanis Club’s annual installation and awards ban-

quet Sept. 18 to swear in new officers and board members. 

   Al Roselieb takes over as president for the 2014-15 Kiwanis 

year, while Monica Kubischta remains as secretary, Phyllis 

Horan as assistant secretary, Bud Fuls as treasurer and Rick 

Swanson as assistant treasurer. The positions of president-

elect and vice president remain open, while Mike Scharnow 

becomes past president. 

   Jerry Comeau and Matt Jefferson take three-year terms on 

the Board of Directors, while Betty Pantuso and Tom Campbell 

rotated off. Continuing on the board are Charlie Fox, Don Wil-

liams, J.W. Clarkson and Bruce Hansen. 

   Scharnow presented several honors during the banquet, 

including a Zeller Fellowship medal to Betty Pantuso and a 

Presidential Zeller to Al Roselieb.  

   “Betty was our secretary for life until a medical condition 

with her eyes forced her to resign that position,” Scharnow 

said. “She also has served as our Eliminate coordinator. Betty 

truly loves Kiwanis and what we do. She is a Kiwanian at heart 

and loves to share her Kiwanis moments. We thank her for her 

commitment to Kiwanis and to our club.” 

   Scharnow said Roselieb has been there for him throughout 

the year. When the club delved deeper into  MNT and 

pledged to raise a certain amount, Roselieb said he agreed 

with the move and would support the project during his ten-

ure. “Al is an inspirational friend and Kiwanian,” Scharnow 

said. “I appreciate everything he’s done for me. I could go to 

him for advice or bounce ideas off him. He had my back all 

year. Because of that, he deserves this Presidential Zeller.” 

   Also thanked by Scharnow for their service during the year 

were Jon Geller, Monica Kubischta (“Rookie of the Year”), 

Tom “Mr. Fix It” Campbell and Phyllis Horan. “There is a gi-

ant competition between Phyllis and Betty on who loves Kiwa-

nis more,” Scharnow said. “I think they are tied for having the 

biggest Kiwanian hearts.” 

  A few other awards were to be handed out at the first lunch-

eon meeting in October. 

   “It’s been a significant year for our club, and I hope that our 

next 40 years of service remains as vital and important to 

Fountain Hills as the past four decades,” Scharnow said in his 

farewell address. 

   “Society is changing. Kiwanis is changing. So is Fountain 

Hills. And so must our club. We’ve started that transition, and 

the progress and improvement must continue if we are going 

to remain relevant in 2015 and beyond. Kiwanis will celebrate 

its 100th anniversary, but more important is the next 100 

years. We’ve tried to position this club for the future. 

   “Thank you for the year we’ve had. This isn’t about me, it’s 

about we. It’s about what we have accomplished together as a 

club.” 

 

Installation banquet brings officers, board members 

Mike Scharnow, right, handed the presidential gavel over to Al 

Roselieb in addition to a Presidential Zeller Award. 

Betty Pantuso was thanked for her many years of service as club 

secretary with a special Kiwanis pin along with a Zeller Award. 

Phyllis Horan was honored for 

her many years of service to 

the club, as she has held eve-

ry position imaginable within 

the organization. 
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A gaggle of club presidents gathered for a quick photo after the banquet. From left are Ed Kehe, John Rosenquist, Mike Scharnow, 

Dan Foster, Dale Schultz, Jerry Miles, Jackie Miles, Ron Smith and current president Al Roselieb. Apologies to Phyllis Horan, who was 

at the banquet and is a former club president, but somehow got busy in a conversation and missed the photo op. 

Dan Foster, left, and Jim Shepherd were honored by assistant secretary Phyl-

lis Horan for their continuing membership in Kiwanis. Foster has been with 

our Noon Club for 30 years, while “Shep” has an incredible record of 65 

years of perfect attendance with Kiwanis International. 

Matt Jefferson is inducted onto the board by Division 

12 Lt. Gov. Pat Irvine. 

Outgoing board member Tom Campbell was 

thanked by Lt. Gov. Pat Irvine for his three years of 

service as a director. Tom is a big help with the 

trailers and performing other maintenance issues. 

Jon Geller served on the 

board for two years and 

is the club’s official pho-

tographer. 

Kiwanis International Foundation Trustee Ron 

Smith and his wife Joanne returned from a MNT 

site visit with UNICEF in Indonesia just days 

before our banquet. They updated the club on 

their incredible vaccination journey. 
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It was a true Day for Kids 

K-Kids and Builders Club advisor Phyllis Horan (famous yellow 

shirt) with some of her kids who helped out at the fun event. 

When power was available, the popcorn machine did a spectac-

ular job of popping corn for the kiddies…. 

   The Fountain Hills Kiwanis Family 

banded together with the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Greater Scottsdale McKee 

Branch and the Town of Fountain Hills to 

offer up a fun Day of Play/Day for Kids at 

Fountain Park Saturday, Sept. 20. 

   The Noon Kiwanis Club, Sunset Kiwa-

nis Club, Key Club, Builders Club and K-

Kids all had representatives at the out-

door activity. The adult Kiwanis clubs 

helped financially sponsor the event, 

which included inflatables, other fun 

games, free hot dogs, free drinks and 

free snacks such as chips, cotton candy 

and popcorn.  

   Hundreds of young children showed 

up during the three-hour event to take 

advantage of the outdoor fun and free 

food and snacks. It was a chance to en-

courage families to play together and 

get outdoors — away from the TV and 

the video games. 

   “It was hot, but everyone had fun,” 

said club President Al Roselieb. “It was 

a great collaborative effort to help out 

the families in Fountain Hills and pro-

vide fun activities. It showed the commu-

nity what Kiwanis is all about in addition 

to the Boys & Girls Club.” 

Plenty of smiles as kids enjoyed the free cotton candy courtesy of our Noon Club. 

Left, Club President Al 

Roselieb and Betty Pantuso 

worked in tandem to hand 

out free popcorn to fami-

lies as part of the fun out-

door event in Fountain 

Park. 

At far left, Margaret Ziefert 

of Sunset, Mike Scharnow 

of Noon and Justin Duran 

of B&G Club discuss possi-

ble plans for next year. 
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Oktoberfest was all wet 
   The Noon Kiwanis Club participated 

in the annual Oktoberfest celebration 

as it has the past several years — 

manning a concession booth to sell 

popcorn, cotton candy and more. 

   Last year we exceeded the $500 in 

revenues budgeted for the event, but 

it was a little bit different story for the 

2014 celebration. 

   The Friday evening festivities were 

average — maybe even slightly slow-

er than normal — but Saturday 

brought a horrific storm that literally 

wiped out the Oktobefest venue. 

Tents were mangled, food was de-

stroyed and, of course, the biggest 

loss was the revenue many non-

profits were expected to make on 

Saturday evening, including our club. 

   We will definitely be taking a loss 

on this venture, since the entry fee 

was $200 and we only took in $123 in 

proceeds on Friday evening. There 

was about $50 in product expenses, 

but we will be able to use most of 

those items in future fundraisers. 

   “Luckily, we were able to salvage 

our popcorn machine and the cotton 

candy machine even though they 

were exposed to rain on Saturday 

evening,” said immediate past presi-

dent Mike Scharnow. 

   “We lost a few supplies and had to 

do a bunch of cleaning, but other than 

that I guess we’re in OK shape. It was 

quite the dramatic scene down there 

at the park that afternoon. It looked 

like a disaster zone. Well, actually, it 

was a disaster zone.”  

Our vendor space was under water Saturday afternoon at Fountain Park. 

Storm runoff from Saguaro Blvd. deluged the Oktoberfest venue on Sept. 27. 

Here was the scene on a 

much more tranquil Friday 

evening, as Brenda Schar-

now hands some cotton can-

dy over to a boy eager to 

delve into the sugary delight. 

 

Between one and two feet of water 

flooded the Oktoberfest site. 



  October 2   Luncheon meeting; MMES Principal Mrs. D 

  October 3   Aktion Club at food bank 

  October 5   Serve dinner at Ronald McDonald House 

  October 7   Aktion Club meeting 

  October 9   NO MEETING 

  October 12   Tour de Scottsdale bike race (aid station) 

  October 16   Luncheon meeting; President Al’s message 

  October 17-19   Kamp Kiwanis work weekend 

  October 21   Aktion Club meeting 

  October 23   NO MEETING 

  October 25   Make a Difference Day 

  October 30   NO MEETING 

  October 31   Food booth at Halloween in the Hills 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Kollecting Kans 

   Paul “The Kan Man” Ap-

peldorn says we are at $179 

with a load ready to take to 

the recycling facility. This will 

leave us significantly behind 

last year, so bring on the kans! 

Adopt-A-Street 

   We have the following dates 

scheduled for the remainder 

of 2014: November 11 (to get 

ready for the fair) and Decem-

ber 30 (to get ready for the 

New Year). 

Kamp Kiwanis 

   Work dates are Oct. 17-19. 

See Paul Appeldorn if interest-

ed in working at the kamp. 

Tour de Scottsdale 

   Help give water and snacks 

to bike riders Oct. 12. See 

Paul Appeldorn if interested. 

Joyce, welcome to our club! 

Joyce Stehlik, center, last month joined the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills, with Donna 

Yordy as her sponsor. Joyce is also active with Friends in the Hills Welcome Club and is 

a retired teacher. She looks forward to helping with our many service projects and 

keeping busy throughout the Kiwanis year with our friendly members. 


